
AN UPDATE ON SURFACE TREATMENT AND COMAH

1. This article provides an update on the potential application of COMAH (Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 1999 as amended 2005) to some surface treatment sites holding very toxic and toxic substances (including cyanides, dichromates and chromium trioxide) above certain quantities. It also discusses the reclassification of chromium (vi) trioxide in October. 

2. Many surface treatment sites hold significant quantities of very toxic and toxic substances, either as raw materials, in tank solutions or as waste. Most of these substances are also dangerous for the environment. Some of these sites will already qualify for COMAH application, regardless of the forthcoming CHIP reclassification. Other sites will be brought into COMAH, or change their COMAH status, as a result of the forthcoming classification change affecting chromium trioxide. COMAH qualifying quantities for very toxic substances are relatively low (5 te Lower Tier and 20 te Top Tier). Further guidance on how CHIP classification affects COMAH application can be found in the previous update from the HSE. 

3. All sites holding toxic or very toxic substances should review their chemical inventories to check whether COMAH (i) should already apply, or (ii) will apply following the CHIP change. All sites affected will work to the same deadlines for compliance. 

4. The Competent Authority (the Health and Safety Executive and Environment Agency/Scottish Environment Protection Agency working jointly) are adopting a proportionate approach to implementation of the Regulations i.e.  proportionate to the level of risk presented by the sites affected. This willl be described at a COMAH event jointly hosted with the SEA on  on 8 December (see below). 

      Chromium (VI) Trioxide Reclassification
5. As you may be aware, chromium (vi) trioxide was reclassified from ‘toxic’ to ‘very toxic’ on 31 October 2005 by CHIP (The Chemical [Hazard Information and Packaging] Regulations). It is common practice throughout the surface treatment industry to use the terms ‘chromium trioxide’ and ‘chromic acid’ synonymously. However, a review is currently addressing the question as to whether chromium (vi) trioxide is deemed the same chemical compound in solution (chromic acid) and therefore carries the same classification. An EC Committee of Competent Authorities (CCA) is currently considering the matter and Member States have agreed to comment by the end of November 2005. If a consensus is not reached through this fast track consultation, the matter will be discussed at the next CCA meeting in January 2006. This issue only affects chromic acid in plating solutions, not chromium trioxide as a pure material. 

      Mailshot

6. A mailshot (letter and guidance) was recently sent out to all known surface treatment sites in the UK potentially affected by COMAH. It explains and includes:

· how COMAH may apply; a simple flow diagram and a worked example;

· the reclassification of chromium (vi) trioxide;

· the main COMAH legal duties and timescales for compliance;

· a table for listing the type, quantity and form of all dangerous substances held on site;

· a COMAH Notification Form;

· a map showing the areas covered by each Health and Safety Executive (HSE) Office and a list of telephone numbers.

      Main COMAH Duties

6.  Depending on the total quantity of dangerous substances held a site may be COMAH either Lower or Top Tier. The main COMAH duties are summarised below: 
	Duty
	By
	Reg.

	COMAH LT and TT Operators

	General Duties
	Take ‘all measures necessary’ to prevent major accidents and to limit their consequences to people and the environment. Any major accidents must be reported to the Competent Authority (CA). 
	From date COMAH first applies
	   4 & 15  

	Notification
	Send to the CA. To include details on the site and the dangerous substances held.
	31 January 2006
	      6

	MAPP
	Prepare a Major Accident Prevention Policy document outlining the management system and measures in place to prevent major accidents and to minimise their consequences. (For TT sites, the MAPP is provided as an integral part of the Safety Report).
	31 January 2006
	      5

	Share & Cooperate
	Provide information and cooperate with other nearby COMAH operators.
	See Regulations
	     16

	COMAH TT Operators 

	Safety Report
	Provide a written demonstration of safe operation (i.e. that all measures necessary have been taken to prevent major accidents and to limit their consequences).
	31 October 2006
	     7

	On-Site Emergency Plan
	Ensure emergency arrangements are in place for dealing with major accidents.
	31 October 2006
	     9

	Provision of Information
	Send information to the Local Authority to enable an off-site emergency plan to be drawn up. Provide information for the public around the site.
	See Regulations


	    10


    Surface Treatment and COMAH Event?
7. A Surface Treatment and COMAH Event has been organised on 8 December 2005 at Worcester Rugby Club. It will provide more detailed guidance on the steps that site operators liable to come within the scope of COMAH will need to take. The programme will include:

· an explanation of how CHIP classifications affect COMAH application, and how to work out application for dangerous substances in both their pure form and at various concentrations in solution;

· an overview of the main COMAH duties and timescales with some practical guidance;

· identification of the typical major accident hazard (MAH) scenarios for both people and the environment;

· guidelines on information to be included in the MAPP document and safety report to demonstrate safe operation;

· an industry view by guest speakers from the surface treatment sector;

· an exercise to give delegates the opportunity to put theory into practice and to help identify any aspects where further guidance or clarification may be required.

    Further information
8. If you have not received a copy of the mailshot letter and guidance but would like to or would like to attend the Awareness Day, please phone 0121-607-6299. Alternatively, the mailshot letter can be accessed along with other guidance on this issue on the HSE Website at http://www.hse.gov.uk/surfaceengineering/issues.htm.

