Zinc and the EU Water Framework Directive
Update for SEA HSE Committee 15 July 2009 

The next list of priority substances for consideration in the EU Water Framework Directive is being drawn up by the French consultancy INERIS (under contract to the EU).

This is proving to be a long drawn-out and painful process.

The UK(DEFRA) view is that the proposed list is too long and that a much shorter list of say 12-15 substances should be considered.

The current (first) list of Priority Substances contains four metals, Nickel, Cadmium, Lead and Mercury. 
INERIS have added Arsenic, Selenium, Vanadium and Uranium.

INERIS issued a new report mid-June but it was pointed out that this did have several and significant mistakes, the draft report was withdrawn and a new improved emerged very late, 5pm Brussels time, on Friday 3rd July, some what late for Member States to give this detailed attention for the next EU WG-E meeting (on prioritisation of substances for the WFD) starting Monday 6th July. 
After much to-ing and fro-ing Zinc and Copper have gone from medium to high to medium priority in the very latest version of the INERIS report.

This apparent de-selection of two such popular metals for potential prioritisation has been queried by Germany in the most WG-E Member State meeting (6th July).

The INERIS proposal is for an expert group to review its recommendations. I expect the German query will be resolved then too.
The zinc industry’ position is that a careful consideration of the monitoring data submitted by EU Member States, the EU Risk Assessment PNEC with bio-availability corrections, shows there is no risk to the EU Regions aquatic compartment from Zinc.

The UK delegation (from DEFRA) will report back Friday 17th July.

I will report back following this meeting.
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